Week of February 24, 2020

State Issues
Physician Assisted
Suicide
Informational
Hearing

The Select Committee on End of Life Health Care held an informational hearing on the “Implementation of the End of
Life Option Act Policy” on Tuesday, February 25 – see attached agenda materials. While only a few members attended,
this 10-member, all Democrat, Select Committee is chaired by Assemblymember Susan Eggman, coauthor of the
California End of Life Option Act (EOLOA). Assemblymember Eggman referenced that she is gathering information on a
myriad of possible changes to the law, but that any amendments likely will happen closer to 2026, when the law is set
to sunset. Among the many suggestions from panelists, several themes emerged from the panel of speakers that will
likely inform any proposed revisions to the law: 1) Interest in changing the 15-day waiting period required in the law –
similar to a change made in Oregon and currently proposed to be studied in Washington state. Similar to Oregon,
California law requires a qualified individual wishing to receive the lethal prescription for assisted suicide to submit
two oral requests, a minimum of 15 days apart, and then a written request to his or her attending physician. Oregon
reduced the waiting period to 48 hours for those persons who are expected to live less than 15 days. 2) Examine
eligibility requirements that would allow those with neuromuscular conditions (ALS) and cognitive impairment
(Alzheimer’s and dementia) to avail themselves of the lethal medication when they are no longer able to self-administer
the drug. 3) Make permissible “telehealth” consults with physicians. Given the lack of sufficient physicians willing to
participate in EOLOA, especially in more remote and rural areas, allow for the attending and/or consulting physician
visits to be conducted through electronic means.

State Announces
New Behavioral
Health Task Force

This week the California Health and Human Services Agency announced the creation of the Behavioral Health Task
Force, aimed at addressing “the urgent mental health and substance use disorder needs…” in California. Agency
Secretary Ghaly expects the panel will provide recommendations to the Administration in their effort to provide timely
access to high-quality behavioral health care.
The Task Force membership was just announced and it includes nearly 40 participants, including Dr. Brad Gilbert, the
new Director of the Department of Health Care Services, Charles Bacchi, the CEO of the California Health Plan
Association, Toby Ewing with the Mental Health Services and Oversight and Accountability Commission, Kim Lewis
with the National Health Law Program, Michelle Cabrera the Executive Director of the County Behavioral Health
Directors Association, Shelly Rouillard with the Department of Managed Health Care, Mary June Diaz with SEIU, and
Carmella Coyle representing the California Hospital Association.

The Task Force is set to have its first meeting on March 4 from 10am – 12pm. They intend to have a total of 4
meetings this year, including this inaugural meeting. You can access the agenda and call in information via this link:
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/BHTF-Agenda-March-4.pdf. Public Comment will be
available the last 10 minutes of the meeting.
(more)

New Senate
Committee
Assignments

Senate Pro Tem Toni Atkins has announced some new committee assignments that have some impact on our healthrelated budget and policy committees. The changes are mostly related to the departure of Senator Jeff Stone (R-La
Quinta), who left at the end of last year to take a position in the Trump Administration.
Senator Jim Nielsen (R-Red Bluff) will be in the new Vice Chair of the Senate Health Committee. Senator Andreas
Borgeas (R-Fresno) will fill Senator Stone’s seat on the Budget Subcommittee No. 3 on Health and Human Services.
Borgeas is relatively new, joining the Senate in 2018, and has garnered a reputation for his civility and professionalism.
Borgeas and Senator Mike Morrell (R-Rancho Cucamonga) also fill seats on the full Senate Budget Committee, along
with Senator Maria Elena Durazo (D-Los Angeles).

California Health
and Human
Services Agency I
Public Charge

With the implementation of the Trump Administration’s Public Charge Rule going into effect on February 24 after the
ruling of the US Supreme Court, the California Health and Human Services Agency has just updated their materials used
to inform the public, particularly those seeking health and human services supports, about the rule and what it means
for their access to care and their immigration status. Links to the Administration’s materials – in English and Spanish –
are included blow. Also included is their list of recommended legal supports with expertise in the Public Charge and
immigration law.
English Version: https://www.chhs.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/CHHS-Public-Charge-Guide-Feb-242020.pdf
Spanish Version: https://www.chhs.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/CHHS-Public-Charge-Guide-Feb-24-2020Spanish.pdf
List of Legal and Community Resources: https://www.cdss.ca.gov/benefits-services/more-services/immigrationservices/immigration-services-contractors/public-charge-contact-list
For more information please contact Lori Dangberg at 1215 K Street, Suite 2000 § Sacramento, CA 95814
Direct line: 916.552.2633 or fax: 916.552.7652 § e-mail: ldangberg@thealliance.net

